Practical Exercise #2
Two FedEx packages arrive at the Customs facility at a port in your country from an overnight mail delivery from Madagascar. One package is consigned for delivery to an address in a city in your country. The other package is in transshipment, in route to an address in the United States. The shipping labels claim the packages contain arts and crafts, and clothes. The airway bill on each package identifies the same person in Madagascar as the shipper. Both packages were x-rayed upon arrival in your country, and then opened when the x-rays revealed suspicious shapes and some movement in one of the boxes. One box contained live (or formerly live) specimens of CITES-listed and protected wildlife: Radiated tortoises and a Slow Loris (Appendix I); Indian star tortoises; Hermann's tortoises; Burmese star tortoises; Pancake tortoises; Emerald tree monitors; Elongated tortoises and Borneo black leaf turtles (Appendix II species). No CITES permits or wildlife declaration forms accompanied the boxes. The mouths and limbs of some of the animals were bound with tape or bandages. The second box (the one en route to the United States), contains a variety of species, some CITES listed, but some, not all, of which are native only to Australia.
An investigation has revealed the following:

1. The consignor in your country is named Ari Fisher, a business owner in a city in your country.  He has no criminal record. When interviewed, he admitted knowing that the first box contained CITES II animals but claims the shipper included the CITES I animals without his knowledge.  He says he knows nothing about the second box. However, investigators found e-mails between him and the shipper in Madagascar in which Fisher talks of sending the shipment "under water" and how "Customs can't check everything" and recommending the shipper describe the shipment as containing arts and crafts and cloths. 
2. The intended U.S. recipient of the second box has also been identified and interviewed.  He admits buying the animals over the internet from the shipper in Madagascar but doesn't know anything about the middleman (Fisher) in your country. 
Discussion Questions

A. What additional investigation should be done?
B. Can and would you charge the consignor, Ari Fisher? If so why, and what charges would you file? If not, why not?
C. Can and would you charge the shipper in Madagascar? If so why, and what charges would you file? If not, why not?
D. Can and would you charge the recipient in the U.S.? If so why, and what charges would you file? If not, why not?
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